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SUBJECT: TERRIRIST ATT ACT ON ARGENTINE FOREIGN MINISTER GUZZETTI 

1 . WE CONFIRM WIRE SERVICE REPORTS AND GOA ANNOUNCEMENT THAT FOREIGN 
MINISTER VICE ADMIRAL CESAR AUGUSTO GUZZETTI WAS ATTACKED AND 
SERIOUSLY WOUNDED BY PERSONS PRESUMED TO BE TERRORISTS AT 1 150 
HOURS SATURDAY MAY 7. 

2. DURING FAREWELL CALL ON PRESIDENT VIDELA IN AFTERNOON MAY 7, 
AMBASSADOR HILL WAS TOLD BY VIDELA OF ATTACK ON GUZZETTI. ACCORDING 
VIDELA'S ACCOUNT, GUZZETTI IN KEEPING WITH HIS ESTABLISHED PRACTICE 

OF UNDERGOING PHYSICAL EXAM EACH SATURDAY MORNING AT SAME CLINIC, 
ENTERED ROOM TO LEAVE LABORATORY SPECIMEN 

AND WAS ATTACKED BY MAN AND WOMAN WHO STRUCK HIM ON HEAD WITH A 
PIPE IN APPARENT KIDNAPPING ATTEMPT. ADMIRAL WAS FOUND ON FLOOR 
SHORTLY THEREAFTER WITH FRACTURED SKULL. HIS CONDITION IS 
CONSIDERED VERY SERIOUS. ASSAILANTS ESCAPED. VIDELA SUBSEQUENTLY 
CUT .LED AMBASSADOR TO REPORT THAT HE HAD RECEIVED CLARIFICATION OF 
ORIGINAL REPORT. GUZZETTI HAD BEEN SHOT IN HEAD, BULLET HAD BEEN 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 BUENOS 03371 072306Z 

REMOVED FROM BRAIN BY SURGERY. AND CONDITION STILL VERY SERIOUS. 

3. OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENT BY PRESIDENTIAL PRESS OFFICE UP TO 1800 
HOURS INDICATED ONLY THAT GUZZETTI HAD SUFFERED SEVERE HEAD WOUND. 
AND GAVE NO OTHER DETAILS. ACCORDING TO ONE VERSION OF INCIDENT 
WHICH HAS REACHED US, GUZZETTI WAS FIRST HIT OVER HEAD AND THEN 
DRAGGED INTO A ROOM AT HOSPITAL AND SHOT. 
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4. UNCONFIRMED STORY REACHING US LATE AFTERNOON IS THAT GUZZETTI 
IS DEAD, AND THAT GOA WILL MAKE ANNOUNCEMENT SHORTLY. SUGGEST DEPT 
MAY WISH PREPARE APPROPRIATE MESSAGES, ONE WITH BEST WISHES 
FOR RECOVERY AND OTHER WITH CONDOLENCES FOR DEATH. 


5. ASIDE FROM OBVIOUS POLITICAL IMPORT, INCIDENT DEMONSTRATES 
THAT TERRORISTS CAN REACH EVEN TOP GOA OFFICIAL, ESPECIALLY IF HE 
FOLLOWS SET PATTERN OF ACTIVITY. 

HILL 
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